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Laonet chose Genevieve Sri for our April 2006 cover to represent the best in all of us. her persistence to
overcome obstacles in the path to success, remembrance of her roots, dediction to public service, and her

outstanding contribution to the country which adopted

A path to public service can betaken asearly asage6.
Genevieve (On) Siri knowsthiswell. Asafirst-grader, shewas
cdledtointerpret for aLaofamily enralling their childinschool.
She did not realize at the time that she would link the Lao
community with othersmany timesin her adult life.

Genevievebegan her professiona public servicecareer
in 1990. Asahigh school senior, she won acompetition to
intern for a California State Senator and an L.A. City
Councilman. Genevieve was awarded the Asian Pacific
American Women’'s Network Scholarship, and attended
PomonaCollegein Claremont, California AccordingtoU.S
News and World Report’'s “ America's Best Colleges 2006"
ligting, Pomonatied with Bowdoin Collegeasthesxthtoplibera
artscollegeinAmerica

At Pomona, Genevievemagjored in Government. She
also studied abroad at the Nationa University of Singaporeand
Thammasat University in Thailand. Shetook classeson Thai
language and politicsand Southeast Asian defense policy and
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all of us.

history. Inher senior year, Genevieve spent asemester
InWashington, D.C. asaninternfor theU.S. House of
Representatives Foreign Affairs SubcommitteeonAsia
and thePecific.

In her junior year, Genevievewas selected from
anational competition to participatein the Woodrow
Wilson Fellowship Program for Public Policy and
International Affairs Summer Institute at Princeton
University. She subsequently attended graduate school
asaWoodrow Wilson Fellow at Harvard University’s
John F. Kennedy School of Government. Genevieve
was an officer of the Harvard Asian American Policy
Review, and campaigned for aPresidential candidate.
In 1996, Genevieve graduated from Harvard with a
Master’sDegreein Public Policy.

After graduation, Genevievewent to work for
the City of Phoenix, Arizona. 1n 1993, Phoenix was
selected asthewinner of the Bertelsmann Prizefor being
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the best run city-government in the world along with
Christchurch, New Zealand. While Genevieve was at
Harvard, Phoenix recruited her to apply for its prestigious
City Management I nternship Program. Many top-leve City
executivesbegantheir career inthisprogramincluding some
current city managersintheU.S. Thelntern program, which
Genevieve now manages, isthe oldest and one of the most
respected city management internship programsin thecountry.

Genevieve's10-year career withthe City of Phoenix
has enabled her to work on avariety of assignments. She
hasdiversified her management experience by workingin
variousCity departmentsincuding the City Manager’sOffice,
Budget and Research, Personnel, Aviation, Community and
Economic Development, and Public Works Departments.
Genevievehaswon aCity of Phoenix ExcellenceAwardin
1998, and wasthe Project Manager of the development of a
$6.7 millionaward-winningfacility. 1n1997, thelnternationa
City/County Management Associ ation recognized her with
itsWorkplace Diversity Award.

When Genevievearivedin Phoenix, sheimmediady
sought to help the Lao community, especiadly Laoyouth. She
joinedtheArizonal ao Association, and mobilized Lao youth
to unify to promote higher education and Lao culture.
Genevieve coordinated theyouth to organizetheannua Lao
youth scholarship celebration, and helped establish Lao

language dlassesat Wat L ao Soudharam. Throughavariety | |

of activities, she helped build energy and enthusiasm among
theyouth to give back to the community, and inspired them

Management and Budget (OMB) and the National Low
IncomeHousing CodlitioninWashington, D.C. At OMB,
Genevieveacted asal egidativeAnayst. Inthiscapacity,
she worked with other Federal agencies to coordinate
legidation and wrote statements of Presidentia position.

Genevieve and her family immigrated theU.S. as
refugeesfrom Laosin 1976. For most of her youth, she
grew up with very littleresources. She saw how hard her
mom worked at sewing garmentsduring theweekday while
operating a flea market business during the weekends.
Neverthe ess, through dedi cation and her mom’sunwavering
support, Genevieve and her sister were able to achieve
SuCCess.

At Genevieve sHarvard graduation, studentswere
urged to do everything in their power to contribute to
solutionsto public problemsand go out into society to make
it abetter place for all. Genevieve's achievements and
contributionsto society truly exemplify the spirit of these
wordsand theredization of theAmerican Dream.

to pursue higher education. She also directly assisted a e
newly-arrived Lao refugeefamily, and spent many weekends | =

teaching Englishtotheir four children.

Genevieve also worked to build partnershipswith | |

outside organizations. One of her most significant
contributionsarosefrom her closeworking relationship with

Arizona State University’s Program for Southeast Asian | |

Studies(ASU PSEAYS). Genevieveworked hardto promote
the university-level Lao language classesat ASU. With
PSEAS support, Genevieve brought together Lao youthto
organizean unprecedented fundrai sing event whichincluded
many community leaders and a former Arizona State
Representative. For her efforts, thePSEASinvited Genevieve
tojointheFriendsof Lao Studies(FOLS) Board.

Genevievedsoworkedtolink government resources
withthecommunity. AsProject Manager of the State' slargest
Asian business conference for the City of Phoenix, she
promoted small business opportunitiesfor Lao people. In
2000, Genevievevoluntarily conducted Censusoutreach to
theLao community.

Genevieve sother professiona experienceincludes
working at the Executive Office of the President’s Office of
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