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XIANG MIENG: THE SUGAR, CANE STORY

Along...long ... time ago, when the center of knowledge and everything elsein Laoswasat thetemples...
Whilethe boy Xieng Mieng waswaiting for the monksto finish praying, he noticed sugar canesthat were cut into
different sections, somewith alot of intermodes and the otherswith mostly nodes (without much intermodes). He
wanted to eat theintermodes but observed that therewere alot of older and bigger boysthat were also waiting for the
samesugar cane sections - theintermodes.

Assoon asthemonksfinished praying, Xieng Mieng raninfront of everyonefor thenodes sections.

When older and bigger boysasked himwhy, Xieng Mieng replied: “Well, theblessing of al themonkswent into the
nodes. Why would | eat theintermodeswhen | can eat the nodes which would make me smarter?’

A smarter bigger boy asked: “Why didn’t the monks atethe nodesthen...?

Xieng Mieng: “Because the monksalready had the blessing and did not need anymore.”

Thebigger boysthen pushed Xieng Mieng away and fought over the nodes section...

Xieng Mieng got to eat theintermodes section that hereally wanted!!!...
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