
XIANG MIENG: THE SUGAR CANE STORY

A long ... long ... time ago, when the center of knowledge and everything else in Laos was at the temples ...

  While the boy Xieng Mieng was waiting for the monks to finish praying, he noticed sugar canes that were cut into

different sections, some with a lot of intermodes  and the others with mostly nodes (without much intermodes).  He

wanted to eat the intermodes but observed that there were a lot of older and bigger boys that were also waiting for the

same sugar cane sections - the intermodes.

  As soon as the monks finished praying, Xieng Mieng ran in front of everyone for the nodes sections.

  When older and bigger boys asked him why, Xieng Mieng replied: “Well, the blessing of all the monks went into the

nodes. Why would I eat the intermodes when I can eat the nodes which would make me smarter?”

  A smarter bigger boy asked: “Why didn’t the monks ate the nodes then…?

  Xieng Mieng: “Because the monks already had the blessing and did not need anymore.”

  The bigger boys then pushed Xieng Mieng away and fought over the nodes section…

  Xieng Mieng got to eat the intermodes section that he really wanted!!!...

As remembered and updated by Into Bo Champon, Esq.
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