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This column features Ameri-
can politicians who Laonet believe,
will act in the best interests of the
majority of their readers based on the
information collected by or submit-
ted to Laonet Magazine. Although
we believe that the information is re-
liable, we do not guarantee its accu-
racy and would appreciate any feed-
back. Political party affiliation is not
a factor in the selection process.
Laonet welcomes any input from any
political party or affiliation about its
candidate.

JOHN CHIANG, J.D., Esq.: Current
candidate for California Treasurer and
the highest ranking Asian-American in
public service. A native of New York,
reared in Illinois, John began his career
asa Tax Law Specialist with the Inter-
nal Revenue Service in Los Angeles. He
later served as an attorney with the
Office of the State Controller. Johnisa
graduate of Georgetown University Law
Center, where he was a member of the
Journal of Law and Technology. As you
may know, being a member of a law

journal or an author of a law review in
law school is a high honor in that law
school. John is also an honors graduate
of the University of South Florida with
adegree in Finance.

John Chiang, Chair of the State
Board of Equalization (BOE), was re-
elected to his second term in 2002, as
one of California’s twelve Constitutional
Officers. In 2004, John was elected by
unanimous vote of his colleagues as
Chair of the Board. John represents the
BOE's 4th District which includes 8.5
million persons living in 73 cities
throughout most of Los Angeles County.
He also serves as a member of
California's Franchise Tax Board.

Throughout his tenure on the Board,
John provides ground-breaking leader-
ship in educating and assisting small
businesses, community organizations
and taxpayers. He initiated the first
Board of Equalization, Franchise Tax
Board, and Internal Revenue Service
seminar for nonprofit organizations and
joined with the Los Angeles County
Assessor's Office to hold tax seminars
for religious organizations. As a partner
in the community's financial success,
John also organized business and labor
forums on fighting tax evasion in the
"underground economy.™ His office has
pioneered direct taxpayer services by
providing free income tax and Home-
owner and Renter Assistance claim
preparation for hundreds of individuals,
senior citizens and persons with
disabilities.

Inthe legislative arena, John has
successfully sponsored more legislative
proposals than any member in the
Board's 126-year history. His initiatives
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have produced tax relief for innocent
spouses and those medically unable to
manage their own affairs, expanded
property tax exemptions and appeals for
nonprofit organizations, and promoted
greater use of electronic tax filing.
Throughout the years, John has
been active in state and local
community service. He currently serves
on the Board of the Children's Law
Center of Los Angeles. John previously
served as a Member of the Advisory
Council of Big Sisters of Los Angeles
and Board Member for the Children
Affected by AIDS Foundation.
Among John's 2004 awards for
community service are: the 2004
Millennium Momentum Foundation's
Leadership Vanguard Award, the
Southern California Chinese Lawyers
Association Distinguished Service
Award and the Democrats for Change
Award for Outstanding Dedication and
Service to the Community. He was also
selected to the American Council of
Young Political Leaders.

JUDY CHU, Ph. D.: Current Candidate
for the State Board Equalization,
District 4 and is currently a California
assembly member.

Dr. Chuis the chair of the State
Assembly Appropriations Committee,
and amember of the Assembly Revenue
and Taxation Committee. Dr. Chu
authored a landmark tax amnesty bill that
produced over $4 billion in revenue for
the state without raising taxes. She
authored legislation to protect limited-
English speaking consumers from un-
scrupulous car dealers, to improve the
ability of aminor to file an employment
discrimination claim and to ban the toxic
chemical, phthalates, from cosmetic
products as is done in the European
Union. In 2005, she received
Consumer Action's Consumer
Excellence Award for her legislation
protecting consumers and their needs in
the marketplace.
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